On Shaky Ground

When the earthquake hits, how will your home or
business fare? The Institute for Catastrophic Loss
Reduction plots the risk by postal code.
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he idea of preparing your home and business for

the day the ground you’re on moves and everything

around you starts falling is often too overwhelming to

begin. So we lit a fire under your procrastination with
some visual persuasion, courtesy of the London, Ontario-
based Institute for Catastrophic Loss Reduction (ICLR). By
contextualizing and localizing the Institute’s Canadian actu-
arial map that ranks seismic risk for individual postal codes,
it's obvious that we're all in this together. Yes, you're better
off living and working on bedrock than infill or river deltas,
but it takes the entire province to ensure that the coming
natural catastrophe doesn’t cause an economic one. See
more at BCBusiness.ca/Earthquake.

A BIT ABOUT THIS MAP In 2003, the Institute launched a study to
assess the risk of earthquake damage across Canada. A series of
earthquake hazard maps was developed principally for insurers,
“based on an analysis of the probability of expected loss from all
possible earthquake sources and magnitudes,” according to the
Institute. “Postal codes are grouped into Hazard Zones with similar
relative levels of expected loss.”
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